
Making family connections

It is believed that the original connection between the Penny and Muirden families is between my paternal grandmother (Maggie Buchan 

1881 - 1969) and maternal great grandmother (Marjory Laing 1863 - 1944 who was called "Grandie"). Whether that original connection 

was in Aberdeen or in Argentina is speculative but there was a butcher's shop at 27 Bedford Place, Kittybrewster owned by Reuben 

Laing who is my great grandmother's brother; from the 1901 Census my Penny grandparents lived at  No 55. I recall my mother saying 

she had holidays with Grandie in Inverurie and also in Muchalls (about 12 miles south of Aberdeen).

It looks as if the Pennys went to the Argentine around 1907. By that time Alexander and Marjory Muirden could have been in the 

Argentine 14 years (leaving Australia in 1893) but Norman Hadley Muirden was born in 1898 in London. Although I was told the families 

met in the Argentine I thought that might have been Buenos Aires but my father was born in Bahia Blanca and I think my grandfather 

may have emigrated there from Aberdeen, later to move to Mendosa. The only time slot I can see my father and mother having met as 

children was in Aberdeen between 1919 and 1924 when she was 7 to 12 and he 10 to 15. My big assumption is that when my mother 

was at school in Aberdeen she may have stayed with her grandmother (Marjory Muirden i.e. Grandie) and my father was with his parents 

in Kittybrewster. Back to the addresses and a very speculative connection - all home addresses are in the area of Kittybrewster near the 

railway and a number of Reuben Laing's butcher shops.

← A Muirden connection - a Muirden who I met, my godmother Auntie Katie. 

Picture - Mum (Phyllis), Auntie Muirden and Melody (my sister). Taken in May 

1954 at 19 Glenburn Drive, Inverness.

Discovering the formal relationships turned out to be more straightforward than 

unearthing who met whom and when! Still work in progress.

The next three pages show 1) my Muirden family direct line back to my great x 

4 grandfather - James born circa 1770/80, 2) my Buckley family direct line back 

to my great x 2 grandfather - James born 1821 and 3) a widened, combined 

Muirden, Buckley and Penny Family tree.



Relationship

to author:-

gx4 grand

gx3 grand

gx2 grand

great grand

grandparent

Alexander 1804 - 18xx

London

Inverness

Katherine Adelaide 1891 - 1976 Overton J Buckley 1884 - 19xx

Marjory Laing 1863 - 1944

Phyllis Buckley 1912 - 1989

Argentina

Norman James born 1948

Watford

Melody Anne born 1983 

Golspie

Aberdeen

Australia

Tara Samantha Jane born 1971 

Muirden family line back to my great x 4 grandfather - James born circa 1770/80.

(mother Frances Brooker born 1951) (mother Annie Macdonald born 1956)

<<   Locations where born   >>

Jane Gossip b circa 1770/80

James Penny 1909 - 2001

Alexander 1867 - 1937

Alexander 1836 - 1916

James b circa 1770/80

Catherine Mackay 1836 - 1875

Susan Pirie xxxx - xxxx

MyMyMy Godmother Katie 
Muirden lived in 
Conon Bridge and 
comes from this line 
of the family.



Relationship

to author:-

gx2 grand

great grand

grandparent

(mother Annie Macdonald born 1956)

Phyllis Muriel 1912 - 1989

Tara Samantha Jane born 1971 Melody Anne born 1983 
(mother Frances Brooker born 1951)

<<   Locations where born   >>

Buckley family line back to my great x 2 grandfather - James born 1821.

Dublin

Argentina

London

Watford

Cornwall

Jane Truscott 1818 - 1890

Overton Truscott 1843 -1932

Overton John 1884 - 19xx

Norman James born 1948

James Penny 1909 - 2001

Australia

Inverness

Katherine Muirden 1891 - 1976

James 1821 - 1880

Margaret Small 1846 - xxxxFrom Wikitree - His Occupation changed 
over the years, from a builder's clerk to a 
Billiard Marker (A Billiard Marker keeps 
scores made by players and indicates 
them on a scoring board. In public billiard 
halls his duties also entail things such as 
allocating tables, cues, chalk, and 
sometimes refreshment too.)His 
occupation was as "Billiard Saloon".[1] in 
1851 James and Jane had 6 living 
children, Mary, Overton, James, John, 
Louisa and Joseph and were living in St. 
Pancras, Middlesex.[2]



Photo above - Hector and Angus Muirden + Phyllis and Norman, Inverness - 19 June 1957.

Buckley, Muirden, Penny Family Tree



This is an extract from the 1901 Census for Hadley Road, New Barnet:-

Age Notes

The Muirden family at No 4 are Alexander 39 or 34 Born 1867 so age 34 in 1901.

Marjory 37 Known as "Grandie".

Catherine 11 My Grandma Kitty - middle name Adelaide.

Alexander S 9 The "S" was Sydney - he sent a postcard to Phyllis in Aberdeen.

Roy 7 Killed in WW1. Middle name Silian.

Victor 5 No information.

Norman 2 Killed in WW1. Middle name Hadley.

Marjorie 9 months No information.

Middle names of Alexander & Marjory Muirden's children are their birthplaces. Family movement appears to be UK, Australia, UK, Argentine?


