
Muirden, Laing, Buckley and Penny family tree -  this brings these plus the Gossip, Pirie, MacKay, Buchan, Truscott, and Small strands together.



A Muirden connection - a Muirden who I met, my godmother Auntie Katie.

Picture - Mum (Phyllis), Auntie Muirden and Melody (my sister).

Taken in May 1954 at 19 Glenburn Drive, Inverness.

Trying to make connections

It is believed that the original connection between the Penny and Muirden families is between my paternal grandmother (Maggie Buchan 

1881 - 1969) and maternal great grandmother (Marjory Laing 1863 - 1944 who was called "Grandie"). Whether that original connection 

was in Aberdeen or in Argentina is speculative but there was a butcher's shop in Kittybrewster owned by Reuben Laing who is my great 

grandmother's brother; their father James Laing founded the business in 1850 at the age of 24. I recall my mother saying she had 

holidays with Grandie in Inverurie and also in Muchalls (about 12 miles south of Aberdeen).

It looks as if the Pennys went to the Argentine around 1907. By that time Alexander and Marjory Muirden could have been in the 

Argentine 14 years (leaving Australia in 1893). A face-to-face connection in Aberdeen or the Argentine being made before 1908 can be 

ruled out. Although I was told the families met in the Argentine I thought that might have been Buenos Aires but my father was born in 

Bahia Blanca and I think my grandfather may have emigrated here from Aberdeen, later to move to Mendosa. The only time slot I can 

see my father and mother having met as children was in Aberdeen between 1919 and 1924 when she was 7 to 12 and he 10 to 15. My 

big assumption is that when my mother was at school in Aberdeen she stayed with her grandmother (Marjory Muirden i.e. Grandie) and 

my father was with his parents in Kittybrewster. Back to the addresses and a very speculative connection - all home addresses are in the 

area of Kittybrewster near the railway and a number of Reuben Laing's butcher shops.



Still "work in progress".

Having thought the Muirden connection was firmly routed further north than Inverness - prospectively around Golspie - I found from 

Sylvia Jobson that the Alexander born around 1770/80 and married to Jane Gossip was a farmer and I have recently noticed she gave 

me an address of Auchreddie near Ellon, Aberdeenshire. That has moved the start point for the Muirden line in the same way that the 

start point for the Penny line is Auchterarder - not Buchan! Google search results in a company called Mains of Auchreddie Renewables 

and an entry for Muirden Energy a renewable energy developer whose office address is Muirden Farm, Turriff. That farm is 15 miles 

from Nether Kinmundy.


